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A-THEORY 

A-theory says that there is a difference between the past, 
present, and future. 

B-theory says there is only the relationship of chronology 
(what happened before, during, or after). 

Zimmerman is an A-theorist and a presentist. 
There are several different A-theories 
 Presentism 
 Moving-spotlight theory 
 Growing block theory 



PRESENTISM 

Presentists say that past and future events do not exist. 
 This is not to say that they never existed or will not exist, 

but that they do not exist now. 
Objections to presentism 
 Truthmakers 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=dinosaur&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4SKPT_enUS447US447&biw=1366&bih=554&tbm=isch&tbnid=quasHx8JVQpN-
M:&imgrefurl=http://www.geekologie.com/2007/09/get-your-very-own-pet-
dinosaur.php&docid=tq4fOA021ApxqM&imgurl=http://www.geekologie.com/2007/09/20/dinosaur.jpg&w=450&h=338&ei=_H05T8aLEuPm0QGNtsy6Ag&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=426&sig=11143
2563183247248090&page=1&tbnh=144&tbnw=185&start=0&ndsp=12&ved=1t:429,r:7,s:0&tx=91&ty=86 



OTHER A-THEORIES 

Moving-spotlight theory says that all events exist in a four-
dimensional universe, but the present is lit by a spotlight 
which makes it special.  

Growing block theory says that the past and present exist 
but the future does not because nothing will come after it. 
The present is the cutting edge of a growing history. 

Zimmerman says these theories don’t explain the way we 
view the past as different from the present 

 Headache 
 
Which is the best A-theory? 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=spotlight&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SKPT_enUS447US447&biw=13
66&bih=554&tbm=isch&tbnid=wwAV5Vh-4QhukM:&imgrefurl=http://www.medcitynews.com/2012/01/hepatitis-c-drugs-
grab-spotlight-as-bristol-myers-squibb-acquires-inhibitex-morning-
read/spotlight/&docid=YLr26S8s9AJMfM&imgurl=http://www.medcitynews.com/wordpress/wp-
content/uploads/spotlight.png&w=400&h=400&ei=y385T7mPHsP10gGX1KWDCw&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=351&sig=111432
563183247248090&page=2&tbnh=162&tbnw=147&start=12&ndsp=17&ved=1t:429,r:4,s:12&tx=61&ty=86 



A-THEORY VS. B-THEORY 

Some opponents claim there is a conflict between A-theory 
and relativity. 

Zimmerman says since A-theory appeals to our common 
sense understanding of the world, we should believe it.  

 But other commonsense ideas are decidedly not true. 
  
Should we believe in A-theory because our common sense 

tells us to? 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=flat+world&um=1&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SKPT_enUS447US447&biw=1366&bih=554&tbm=isch&tbnid=fXojlwqCDUVYKM:
&imgrefurl=http://www.nytexaminer.com/2011/12/thomas-friedman-is-flat-more-nonsense-on-economics-in-the-
nyt/&docid=mU9vaMndrCOS2M&imgurl=https://www.nytexaminer.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Flat-World.jpg&w=431&h=300&ei=qZw5T8eTDsHc0QGS-
N2hAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=455&vpy=198&dur=81&hovh=187&hovw=269&tx=105&ty=94&sig=111432563183247248090&page=1&tbnh=157&tbnw=244&start=0&
ndsp=12&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:0 



Is there a difference between 
past, present, and future? 

If so, what is the difference? 
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