Introduction to Ethics Queens College
Russell Marcus http://philosophy.thatmarcusfamily.org

Reading Guide #5: Jugice and the State

These reading guides are provided to assis you in your reading. | encourage you to read the material through,
fird, then go back to answer the questions. You are not expected to hand in written answers. You are expected
to have responses ready for class discussion. Page numbers refer to Arthur, Morality and Moral Controverses,
6" ed.

Thomas Hobbes, ‘ Leviathan’, pp 8-16

1. What are good and evil?

2. In what ways are all men equal?

3. From what does war arise?

4. For Hobbes, what iswar? What islifelike, in astate of war?

5.“In such awar, nothing isunjust.” (11) Explain.

6. What isthe fundamental law of nature? How doesit lead to people wanting peace?
7. Why are people content with limited liberty, according to the second law of nature?

8. What rights are inalienable?

9. What arejusticeand injustice? What needs to exist, before these terms can be used?
10. What isthe purpose of a government (commonwealth)?

11. How do people enter a commonwealth? How is a commonwealth defined?

12. Isfreedom inconsistent with fear or necessity? Explain.

John Locke, ‘ The Second Treatise of Government’, pp 270-276

1. How isman’snatural state one of perfect freedom? Be specific.

2. How isman’s natur al sate one of perfect equality?

3. What’ sthe difference between liberty and license? Why doesn’t man have perfect license?

4. “[E]veryone hasaright to punish transgressors of that law to such a degree as may hinder its
violation.” (271) Explain. How does L ocke justify this?

5. What ar e the pur poses of punishment in the gate of nature? Be specific.

6. “[E]very man in the state of nature has a power to kill a murderer.” (272) Explain.

7. Explain the objection from self-love to Locke s doctrine that in the state of nature everyone has executive
power of the law of nature. How does Locke respond?

8. Whereisthere a gate of nature?

9. What natural rights do people have, just by being born?

10. Why do peopl e need property?

11. “Whatsoever, then, he removes out of the state that nature hath provided and left it in, he hath mixed
hislabor with and joined to it something that ishisown, and thereby makesit his property.” (273)
Explain.

12. How does Locke justify linking property rights to labor?

13. What isthelimit to owner ship?

14. How does Locke defend majority rule?

15. “Whosoever ther efore out of a state of nature unite into a community must be under stood to give up
all the power necessary to the endsfor which they uniteinto society, to the majority of the
community...” (275) Explain.

16. How do people become subject tothe laws of a gover nment?
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John Locke, ‘ The Second Treatise of Government’, pp 270-276 (continued)

17. What’ s the difference between express consent and tacit consent? How do people grant their tacit
consent to the government?

18. Why do people agree to the social contract?

19. How do governments put themselves in a state of war with the people?

David Hume, * Of Justice’, pp 276-279

1. Why does Hume claim that justice hasno placein a state of abundance? What does he mean by
jugice?

2. Would we have use for justice in aworld of extreme generosity? Explain.

3. What role would jugiceplay in a situation of extreme necessty?

4. Why isthe idea of justice useful to people?

5. According to Hume, what isthe appropriate justification of property rights?



